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The Battle of 

IDroop Iv^ou-ntain 

fly J. W. Benjontin _ Th> g^b,-, Maimi S-clloo. January It US* 


A l.niorcil millions of words 
haw been writ ion on lhal ever- 
IntriRiiinr *ubirt. the American 
Civil War—or Tbo War F>tw«*n iho 
for I live In latwiMnirit—and 
tmilouMetlly million* more will bo 
wrillon. practically now of lhcfje 
r ’.'.y't. hhtorioA. ami novels ha* dealt 
at any length with the campaigns in 

West Virginia. 

The fact u that Weft Virginia wra* fine r.f 
V< met important *lral« g*c priic* In the 
conflict. both became uf 1U «alt • upplid 
w-■.h hail • direct bearing on the Kanawha 
Vi ty cairpaien •'.'J because c.f It* gco- 
l -1 r iral I’=ca*.a>c. WcU Virginia »'■**• a 
t- • r u>t«.een the North and the Smith 
that the Ueton frit it mutt hold at all hor- 

•idl 

And of all ihe marching. counter-march- 
I ; and fight.-c >n Wr«t Virginia. the n>0*t 
t- • .’.ant er.g.;.-rr.ent of all «M the Battle 
«f U-'~? MouBlata. fought Oj years ago. 

C.r y W VT Averttl. a Weflt Pointer who 
lid proved h.i »u»tr. in subduing the Kiowa 
aatMA. arts to command uf «.imr S.000 Union 
t ro ops in We-.t Virginia. Like the Confed- 
• ;*•» ! Jacksnn, Avrritl coolil 

aor hi* trooeo faster than any other com- 
r-rodee on h - -.dc of the conflict, lie 
r'Wi-rrd h.t infantrymen on hordes and 
e«ira up ar-i down «ilfo«-r ride of the Al- 
k|*'-> u'.r t t’-e U.ng valleys much a* 
the and valley* of the 

IW^-4-V* HI ^ H.d.m 
In raw flrv- arrk of November. 1603. On. 
t • . ,m r» - -»ed of the Department of 
W - Vn* i r-rt, .ed CJm Avrritl pt 
»- < > - <1 G»- Scammon at Charleston 
to r *>' f«nrh»r«. »rr,dsnR nrmlr* to 
**•’- H Leu.ttir* Averlll marched down 
t»* tf-r*. T**‘ *— U. S. 219. while 

to.* -- -rol G'*' Dalf.c up the Midland 
T •' *•- ' -.•*» Averell planned to 
to-W-e «t 1 f " Saturday. Nov. 7. 
f- •• • •• i ’ maneuver. Duffle had 
aw- i;e - • • up frutn Kanawha. 
A • - ..si IN niei to (A He 


to f« 
bud « 


• rv H» alao found 

*e4f I in ten. Ie«vi»( 
1 rood to gi»e tf•**>• * 
A fee ait, Ute U«)l 

r»» ** *< a w a mad* 
>4 .J, M«« 7 tM.urf 


f* HUNTERSVILLE. an Wednrfday at 
poor. AvrrHl learned lhat Cot. W. P. 
Thomggrm with the 19th Virginia Cavalry 
«;i a: Marlin* Bottom, now called Marlin- 
ti.n. and gave order* to cut them off. But 
Thompson left hurriedly, cut a barricade of 
tree* aernu the road, and Joined up with 
Confederate troop* in the Utile level* 
»hem he turned aod ‘topped the Union 
advance. 

Oo THnr*day. Averell did not attack be- 
cause he was 34 miles from Lowlaburg and 
he wai afraid if hr drove his enemy lhat 
day they would get to Lew I* four* and rv.pr 
Irforr Ihiffir could come up from Kanawha. 

So Averell marched front Mill Pulnt ami 
pul rut troops In position before sunup Nov. 

6 They occupied a full half circle to the 
Berth of the battle field. 

About 9 a. m. the Confederate cheering 
aril loud band music announced the arrival 
of MaJ. Gen. Echol*. maklnc the force* equal 
With the Confcderou - in a contmuiiding pu 
aitlon on the mountain and the Union foicrs 
at a *ceinin( dl«advantagc. Learning that 
Federal troops were advancing from Charles¬ 
ton. Echoli the day before had sent one 
regiment west to hold Duffio and had 
m.irchcd hi* men 14 mile* between 9 a m. 
and 9 p. pi., when they had gone Into camp 
• l Spring Creek learning from a courier 
th-t the Federal force vu larger than ex¬ 
pected. hxrhols had «farled hu men off again 
at 2 a m. to cover the Dct 14 miles in only 

7 hours. 

Tee ^tc Andrew Frice. :o hi* jtudy of the 

battle, had the Confederate force* rationed 
at follow*.: "On the river road to <Iie»n« 
brier: Edgar 1 * Battalion. On tho farmland on 
the brow of the mountain where the battle 
was fought: 22nd Virginia Cavalry. Col. 
Geo Patton; 19th Virginia Cavalry. Co! W. 
P. Thompson; 20th Virginia Cavalry, f«L 
W. W. Arnett: Min Vhainia Cavalrv. C-L 
Jamn Cuchnin: Derrick's Ratliilloil. 

W L» JarUwu‘9 BaltericA On the Ia«l>»liu- 
J*rot road NuMy * 

That tho Confederate I* ft was unaccount¬ 
ably unjiiaidiil ha* long l>*-en a part of «»e 
local hblorkul tradltum. Echols hud craftily 
arram;t-d tlilmts *n Avnell might b*na«« 
him and g*. on d..w, t the Grnnbrler ftiirr 
bit the Union roimtu.rder had no Idea if 
by p.'-.og any body The failure hi g -rd 
i.de« l *»»t. ly (lie b* k --y told the bat'lefiehl 
h»« rrwr l«**.*n ••■plained. Ttie fully »»«••- 
»bt# reafoil nui.t hare hern lhat U»»t» 

•ecfiu.l mi |e*>•Utility any troop* could 
g*t tn that Way. 

II..W • s.i. • . 4r1f.1l .lu.lv Ilffll l.d »c- 

on I with aides d..^ lodh.it* 111* U*«* 
f-fpmniamlar d ,| «.o| enliraly 
bo.a tr.»i appi nusb lfi« Hi* we»t In fa* • • 
I —bVi.u sobiter. *yl"« 

U»'M»g fur fulfill iw In 


COt. At Gl kTt k MOIW «.f the Ttlh Ohto 

rrgimcr.t. and Cut. T \f. Iltnii of the I tin 
W«t Vitcmia. were the cammandint wf- 
ficcrs whe*e troop* hit tho Irtt flank nf 
the i onfederafr* Moor su .till in Hills¬ 
boro at 9 * m. and the C».nf*slri4»*» on iht 
rrountain top v*r» lookinc down hi» throat 
Orderrd lu g„ anmnd Uwm. ho hud hi* 
men trail riflo*. take advantage of iyriy 
tangled thicket, hollow. c.|»-*\ tail feme, 
and rock to move Indian-hhe In the luinh- 
west He reached the Vlney Mountain and 
marched for an hour due louth. It i» pn«»itd« 
he did not go all Hie way to t nb*lf«, tod ru| 
ucrikM the moiiiilulit crest. Moor old ji.ter 
he had a native guide, but if thi rd Win. I. 
a man of tuur*e ho kept mighty quilt ubnul 
It 

Anyway. The Union torce* came to that 
rail Ioiice. and the Confederate* poun d mi ■ 
devastating fire from 23 to IS yatds a nay. 
Till* was the lritual niumt-nl f... (hr .1. 
lark. The mrn.weie ■■ommanditl tn tin llti'r n. 

Col Ibfrrl* had token hi* 
rhotter route No-.v lie Joined MiMi|‘» finer* 
at a spot near what he called the Dur I'Lce, 1 
after Abraham On-, a pioneer. 

I he ItalUr pn.balily cover rd .ImmiI a mile 
of nmnlng-fight op |«vel. thickly wuiHled 
lai.d Vmi might think nf Hie Union font 1 ■« 
having .'atted from Ihe handle of an in¬ 
verted dnhpan. By now they had moved 
..round to the right, up and aeros* ihe hark 
portion of the flat "top'' u. fucc uf the 
pan and wrre now fighting on evert term*. 

Jlccord* *how Copt. Mari bat I* four* went 

In In Mop the advanrr. Then Col Thomp- 
» .n and rr.ore companle* of the wine regi- 
iiirni entered the wood*. Uum the Twenty- 
third Virginia Battalion wa* lent to the left. 
Neal. L'oL CibHHt with four companle* of 
ihe Fonnteenth Virginia Cavelry went into 
th-t bloody ground. 

Price wrote: "And finally a picked body 
of troop* from three compamc* of «ne 
Tv» enty-secord, including Capt- Jim Mc¬ 
Neill* Nicholas Blue*, were placed under 
Capt Joltn K. Thnmpum and they plunged 
»nto the fatal wood* and by a dejperaie ef- 
for I artually slopped the advance and threw 
buck the front, but the next wave wrnt 
over them and they ithc Union* g'd to the 
pike in time |u see th» fonfederate army 
•liearning out toward* Lewilbur* and fought 
a stern «ha*e ba'.lle with them for hours. - 

Tho Onto troop* uitft nne cc—.psns ef Ihe 
Mih renmyisama. about I.ITS r>*n to •' 
made I hi* llanking muvemen* TTiey reached 
the wood*, firing a* they fame, at I •» » " 
s.une went still further around the enemy on 
an util rood whit It lnte>«erlrd ll.e laBtiU- 
J*' •'* and thu* *«Med to the sl-nger* 

- f M r liu'dii'g fi.rres 

. . Ihe rifle bait* fell everywhere IT .‘a 
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BOW AH HOOK .. Avtr-ll heard hr 

***’» ‘»wd.«M, muv,< 

'^7 "* 7 "- *“wlT •* the mounla.n 
Z; “ '~* «» O000D. Ruin, 

*• *«*r »</-*» **|.*rimar.f mo>r rrali.llr 
***-7 *,,*"**’ "•'-'7 an,| h„. 

_“* Wh and 

^y. »> >i m.., 


'•* 'I'l O' r,., I 
•** Unton l.ura, altartn 



knon'rc Huffi* wa« nn hi* way to «prlnr th« 
I/-M i» | (.i<bihl tout a* ha* bran ixrrita* 
#jf«irr in ih • tHn k'H of that 

ba::u* d.d c-» »»•< •'•*»« L#»**touf* *nd a*.»y 
» 4 —j.d l i.m muf IhiMln. Ixulii* llir ar- 
».»jI iir Duff.** Uy only • f.-w m.nnlM ••<<! 
■•tuatly Kri l j u |ii%Rtil 

to hlfn. 

Airtrl! h-d b* *n lUtotrd m lud fought 

to a d»«w. .ku »»•!•»• e un tli« May jvu look 

• t It, •( Wlitli Sluing* Ifir 'imimrr 

batoia Ih# iKwf A4.mr.ia.* 

I*at I It on I.. Il.« fd ut kn ......n.«Hd ha 

»»...«# a twilli.Mi until ini diuniMnl 

by Shaii.ua *». tm 
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,MI " ' *"* 'I- "Id "Mi*,, .f v,,„ 
ai4«i told vwne colorful rtu.iea »&* n ,0^ 
UlV<d about Droop. 

J. C. Wllejr, of Ko<ahoiita«. nvd i© t*u hew 

• hen the break fume m the r,« h t.n C he and 
» Bm ' <*» ,lrr X>l«*'er« buried a Dr*-. r-nr.on. 

• hirfi could not be taken .►.! and al«a*i 
»•><* he intended «nr day t« on it n D So 
fa. .v knewn. it w mil there-nap* 
hidden oturrir a* that bran r.r.ncn is 
Ihe mountain opp*-.jte Cedar Grove. 

A M McLaughlin u -d t.» trii ho-, he w*% 
relit In; in tome fcMi 

alone, lort of * ad vane..,- t.. ihe rr. r ~ w he n 
he vaine uj*»n a wounded Union >-:.n*r who 
trild to >hoot him. E\n, i.mc the Union 
trouper rai ed Hu c»" hli wwkn«» mm 
to the around aa-in lhr retreating Confed¬ 
erate XlaUOed the rifle. b»r,| It ,r«» nd a 
•aplin*. hurried on abu.it hiv i... .. .-• After 
Um ttory had be«n a Pocahonta* hou-rholU 
CbulC for >caru il is related that Mr Me 
L^uglilln. ietuinin( hoinr fn*n Lewi.burg. 
iea.1 lied tlie plate, found tfc«- U.- i;hl 

it in shoeing » iu»iy ruined firearm bent 
to a U-»nap« )u«t fci he had a-.-ned. 

Avrrrll 11hto tell tin. • • - It «'«ni 
after the Droop Mountuin battle he went by 
While htitpiiui Spf.ng* way to i*-o»»i Ino 
wounded he hod left Itine r.iiuw.ng the 
Battle of Dry Creek At one houte a beauti¬ 
ful icd-h'adcU girl. Uodin; s .aid i.*er a 
convalescent Union trooper. -d s-.-nly; 
“You can; have lh*t roJdi»r lf< 1* mine. 

I captured him. «i.d nunni lum. ...d n.eda 
hun well. »nd he u going u» J«-y •*«h me. 
Me •» mine:- 

The Union troopci* took the 'oUi.rr along. 
Ma>ne hr came back after :he war aad 
married the red-headed guL Dues any at* 
know: 








94th Anniversary Of Droop Battle Today 



By SHIRLEY DOWELLY 

Ninety-four years ago today 
there was a lot of noise on Droop 
Mountain up there in Pocahonuu 
County. Reason for all tins was tie 
Civil War battle that took place 
on Droop Mountain Friday, 
Nov.. 6. 1863. 

At that time 
the only territory 
held by the Con- 
federate* in 
i . —' • Pf West Virginia 

i was the Green- 
1 brier Valley 

That region is 
the lush land 

drained by t h e 
Greenbrier 
River, the long¬ 
est stream entirely within the 
state. That stream is nght on to 
130 mBcs long, with Elk River be¬ 
ing the close runner-up for being 
the longest river in West Vir¬ 
ginia. Greenbrier Valley was 
watched over by the Confederate 
brigade that was under the direct 
command of Brig. Gen. John 

Echols. 

As long as Echols could hold this 
valley it was felt that western Vir¬ 
ginia was safe from Invasion by 
Federal forces. In western Vir¬ 
ginia were tile principal iron, lead, 
and salt petrc mines of the Con¬ 
federacy and It was necessary to 
hold those Invaluable mineral de¬ 
posits at all costs. Then. too. while 
Echols' brigade was at large It 
poised a threat to the all-impor¬ 
tant B & O Railroad that crossed 
West Virginia and supplied the 
Union with its war needs In other 
words the brigade of Echols was a 
thorn in the flesh of the federal 
forces. 

TO DISPOSE OF Echols' bri¬ 
gade the War Department at Wash¬ 
ington organized what was known 
as the Fourth Separate Brigade, a 
command of possibly 3,000 troop*. 
On May 16. 1863, Brig Gen. Wil¬ 
liam W. Averill, 'West Point, Class 
of 1855) was given this command. 
He was to rid the region of eastern 
West Virginia of partisan rangers. 
Confederate guerrillas. and 
h f.oii' Firit Brigade. 

Sunday, Nov. I, 1863. found Av¬ 


ar Be 
of warriors 

la: 

day. Aver !I 
to capture 


main :orc« 
Ohio, unde 
rust Moor: 


E P 

Duff! 

forces 


tain elements 


stray Col Willis 
19th Virginia Cs 
This was in the 
veinbor, 1863, ai 
cold. 


ECHOLS' FIRST Brigade includ-' 
ed Col. W L. Jackson's 19th Vir¬ 
ginia Cavalry: the 22nd Virginia 
Infantry Regiment, commanded 
by Maj. Robert A. Bailey: the 23rd 
Battalion. Virginia Infantry, com¬ 
manded by Maj William Blessing: 
Col George S Patton—famous 03 
the progenitor of Gen. George S. 
(“Blood and Guts") Patton of 
World War II distinction—who 
commanded Echols' Brigade dur¬ 
ing the Battle of Droop Mountain; 
the 20th Virginia Cavalry, com¬ 
manded by Col. W. Wiley Arnett 
during Droop Mountain battle: and 
a few smaller units. 

Echols went into the Droop 
Mountain action with something 
like 1.700 effectives while the men 


’ Maj. 
landed 


Avenir. 


-Here prepara- 
e for a stand, 
a part o( his 
t the approach- 
i Valley. Thu 
Virginia Cav- 
igieie amt w&i 
Milton J. F.r- 
•loyed at Bun- 
i»i Bvo miles 

Ferguson was 
advance and 
a is who might 
riKilaj County 


TIIF MAIN FORCE of Averill 
- night Nuv. ft, 1863. 

. i bivouac al Hillsboro on what 
nr knew as Ihe land! of the 

Little Levels 

Attack was mad* on the Con- 
federate position at ID a. in. on 
Uw morning or Nov. 8. Averill 
ordered the Htli Pennsylvania, 
and Keeper's battery to moke a 
demonstration on the Confederate 
right while 1.175 men of tlie 28th I 
Ohio, led by Col. Moor, made a 
forced march of nine milej to get I 
ln behind the Confederates and at¬ 
tack them In the rear and on their 
left. Then simultaneously with 
Moor's attack. AvorilTs 2nd. 3rd, 
and IOth West Virginia Rngiments 
were dismounted and made an at¬ 
tack on the Confederate center. 

Tnis strategy accomplished the 
defeat of the Confederates and 
they began their retreat to Lewis- 
burg and into Monroe County at 
4 D. m. that day. 

In this battle the loss of the 
Confederates in killed. Wounded, 
and alluring, was p'.aced by Echols 
at 275 men. Some two hundred of 
his missing men showed i» later. 

In Averill's srroy there were 30 







WHEN IIE WAS 30 years old 
Daniel A. Stofer moved to Poca¬ 
hontas. He hailed from Augusta 
Co., Va., where he was bom at 


Middlebrook on May 5, 1821. He 
signed up for service in the War 
with Mexico and served under 
Gen. Zachary ("Old Rough and 
Ready”) Taylor, destined to be¬ 
come our 12th President. Stofer 
volunteered in 1846 for The Mex¬ 
ican War service. 

When the Civil War broke out 
he volunteered in the cause of his 
native state of Virginia. Two of 
his brothers joined the C.S.A. ar¬ 
my, too. One never returned. Dan¬ 
iel A. Stofer was at the right place 
at the right time and soon was 
commissioned a captain. 

This intrepid soldier received 
five separate wounds in one lone 
skirmish, all five wounds being in¬ 
flicted in less than one single min¬ 
ute! One wound was in the face, 
two were in his breast, and two 
were in his left leg. Where he was 
struck in the left leg his thigh 
bone was broken in two different 
P-aces. One of the two balls that 
entered his breast was cut out 
ckue to his spine, while the other 
<an> out under his right arm. 
On* ball remained in his leg. 
Though the wounds this brave sol- 
d^r received were quick to heal 
f tkw * of his body, they 

*L.ccurj inwardly. Great 
*« '-U pain durin/ the v... 


» 
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Huntersville, being a lawyer of 
sorts, Stofer served Pocahontas 
County a number of terms as 

prosecuting attorney. 


ANOTHER REBEL SOLDIER 

of Pocahontas was Charles Woods 
Beard. He was born on Locust 
, Creek, Sept. 6, 1827. Though he had 
married Elizabeth Jeannette Per¬ 
kins of Anthonys Creek on Aug. 

5, 185*8, he went away to serve the 
! Confederacy in the Civil War. He 
volunteered in 1861. He served 
with the 19th Virginia Cavalry 
and was wounded in the shoulder 
at Bunker Hill' near Winchester. 
His wound did not incapacitate i 
him long and he wag back in the 
saddle again and fought until the 
Confederate Army was disbanded. 
His father, Josiali Beard, was the 
first Clerk of Pocahontas County. 
More Pocahontas if there’s another 
day. 



SU'Ugftl'-* ---F-! 

a Yankee sabre. . 

After 1370 Apperson took up ms 
residence in Pocahontas and be- | ' 
came a merchant. He .was one I 
of the early postmasters at what 
is now Marlin ton. He was an ex- 
amplary citizen and raised a nice 
family. Some of his descendants 
may be still living up there to 
this day. 


JOHN GAY lived in Edray Dis- , 
tric^ Two of his sons, Samuel 
I and Levi Gay, served in the Con¬ 
federate Army. Samuel M. Gay 
was born May 29, 1835. He was 
wounded in the battle at Stras- 
burg, Va. Levi Gay was born 
Dec. 22, 1840. He signed up as 
a volunteer in the Confederate 
calls#. He was wounded in the 
fierce battle at Spottsylvania Court 
House. Twelve years after Apoo- 
Tna.ox, Levi Gay was elected 
sheriff of Pocahontas County, 





























Flashes of Americ 

By Colonel William H. 


THE BATTLE OF DROOP 
MOUNTAIN 

One day as you go bowling along • 
over the Seneca Trail (Route 219) en- b 
joying the scenic beauties of West Vir- o 
ginia. you will come to a roadside c 
marker, aboutr30 miles north of Lewis- i 
burg, which informs you that you are 1 
nearing “Dropp Mountain Battlefield.” 

A little further - on you will see the 
massive rustic portals, constructed by 
the State Conservation Commission 
and the CCC boys, which mark the 
entrances to this historic spot—a-place 
i (where brothers crossed swords in a 
mighty conflict for a cause in which 
each one of them believed. 

Now, if you read on, it looks like you 
are in for a brief history lesson—a 
thing which you may dread, but which 
will stand you in good stead when you 
visit this nallowed ground, direct your 
mind back over a space of 73 years, 
and try to visualize what happened 


here. 


The year 18C3 was an important 
j — »>*» uiotnw nf this State., i 


i -a f> 





me xitxxiuy or states ir\ ~ i-“-u xkv^ax 

/ rig'llt. 1X1 tUelr ov ^ VProac-hin 

Xlie Confederate Forces \ 

At that time there was a Conleder-A 
ate force composed largely ot Virginia! . V 
Cavalry with some artillery, and n^Ay™ 
brin e about 4,000 men, under the corn-l i^ 
mand of General John Echols, which!and 
was based on Lewisburg and extended! a d 
far up the Greenbrier Valley towards!^ 
/ Durbin. They formed a sort of outpost! t e , 
/ designed to protect Virginia from. a\ h 
/ Federal attack from the west. TheyUi 
lived on the country and found goodie 
/ pickings for man and beast from the 
/ rich bluegrass region. 

/ The Federal Forces 

I A small Federal force under com- 
J miuui of (itmnral r William.*Si2tASBOi 



designed to proVirginia from a I 
Federal attack from the west. They T J 
lived on the country and found good If f. 
pickings for man and beast from the ? V 
rich bluegrass region. . 1 

The Federal Forces 

A small Federal force under com- den 
mand of General William W. Averell Cor 
and based on Elkins, opposed the Con¬ 
federates. Their mission was to pro- 
tect the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, tl 
the main Federal line of rail commun- w 
ication from east to west. They were a 
not of sufficient strength to under- r 
take offensive operations against the e 
Confederates and had to content them- t 
selves to play the role of an observa- , 
tion force. . - 

On the Kanawha River at the mouth or 
of Gauley there was another small of 
force of Federate under the command w 
of General A. N. Duffie, with the ti 
mission of preventing a Confederate p 
movement down the Kanawha, toward c 
the Ohio River. li 

Following General Lee’s 1863 invasion c 
of the north, which ended in disaster t: 
at Gettysburg, Averell’s command was t: 
reinforced and he was ordered to drive 
the Confederates out of the Green- 
brir Valley. These reinforcements 
brought his strength up to about 5,000 i 
men, which gave him a small superi¬ 
ority in numbers. General Averell re- l 
qukitloncd horses from the nearby t 
farms in the Tygarts Valley country 
_;,d mounted much of his infantry, 
thus malting his command about of 
equal mobiUty with that of his oppo- 1 1 
ncoU. 

Preliminary Gyrations 
General AVcrell ordered General 
Ihihie to march from Gauley Bridge 
Iia ^ ni to arrive there on 
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omy in numbers. General Averell re-\br< 

qulsltioned horses from the nearby \th 
farms in the Tygarts. Valley country \ eO 
and mounted much of his infantry, \ta 
thus making his command about ol \ in 
equal mobility with that of his oppo-lu 
nents. - . .." 1 y 

Preliminary Oprations \ tl 

General Averell ordered General It 
; Duffie to march from Gauley Bridge VS 
' to Lewisburg so as to arrive there on \ 1 
• the afternoon of November 7th. With 1 < 
his own command he marched south, ll 
leaving Beverly on November 1st, andr, 
drove back the Confederate patrols 1 
that occupied the northern reaches ol 1 
the valley. j : 1 

! When he learned that Averell was 
: marching down the valley, Qeneral 
Echols proceeded to Droop Mountain 
with his main body, where he took up ' 

---•* •—«“ T 



trim /i. Waldron, U. S. Army . 
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*P | a defensive position with the idea of 
providing a rallying point for his ad¬ 
vanced troops whch were being driven 
back by the Federals, there to make 
a stand and stop the further advance 
of Averell. A line of breastworks and 
gun positions was constructed across 
the main road, which we now know 
as the “Seneca Trail” (Route 219) 
where it crosses the mountain. 

Apparently General Echols had 
learned of the approach of General 
DufUe's force coming east from Gauley 
Bridge but left no considerable force 
at Lewisburg to oppose him. 

Averell’s main body arrived in the 
vicinity of Hillsboro on the evening of 
November 4th. They established their 
outposts close up to the foot of Droop 
Mountain and started immediately 
with their reconnoissance of the Con¬ 
federate position. The entire day of 
November 5th was consumed in this 
reconnoissance, which developed the 
feet that the position was too strong 
nt j to be taken by direct assault. There 

t. . [ was a lot of skirmishing during the 
it day and that evening General Aver- 

u. - ell decided upon his plan of battle. In 
zr I the meantime General Duffie was ap- i 
n preaching Lewisburg from the west. I 

The Itottle 

tarly on the morning of November 
v fith. 1M3. Qcneral AvcreU dispatched 
* it taecc of about 1.100 men composed 






* 


n | proachlng Lcwisburg from the west. 

The Hattie 

Early oa the morning of November 
6th, 1863, General Averell dispatched 
a force of about 1,100 men.composed 
of the 28th Ohio Infantry and the 14th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry to march ,west 

I I and south on the Lobelia-Jacox road, 

II a detour of about nine miles, to attack 
the left flank and rear of the Con¬ 
federate position on Droop Mountain. 

He also sent a small detachment out 
to demonstrate against the right flank 
of the Confederate position, attract at- 

| tention from the main flanking force to 
the west. With the remainder of his 
j force General Averell made a strong 
demonstration along the front of the 
; Confederate position. 

The Union troops had forced four 
men who lived at Hillsboro to guide 
them through the woods. The men 
were in sympathy with the Confeder¬ 
ates and immediately took the wrong 
route, leading the Union forces sev¬ 
eral miles out of the direct line. When 
was discovered by the 
g officer of the Union forc¬ 
ed hU command and sent 1 
jo locate the roadway. One I 
Mieifl and made his 
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*““ w * wui -scouts to locate the roadway. One I 
small of the prisoners escaped and made his I 
nand way to the Confederate lines and no- I 
the tified the Southern troops of the im- 
;rate pending- attack from the flank. The 
vard Confederates attempted to change theii 
lines but were attacked before this 
could be completed. One witness of 
the battle states, “If the Southern 
troops had been able to form, the bat¬ 
tle would have been a victory for 
them.” 

At 1:45 pm., just when the skirmish¬ 
ing along the front was at its height, 
the Federal right flanking detachment 
broke in on the left flank and rear of 
| the Confederate position. Averell push¬ 
ed forward his assault up the moun¬ 
tain on the front and the left flank¬ 
ing detachment closed in. Echols 
threw in part of his reserves to stem 
the tide and for a short period of time 
there was some desperate fighting on 
al top of the mountain, 
e Seeing that the Federal right flank 
n force was closing in on his rear in an 
h endeavor to gain the road to Lewis- 
burg, Echols sent in the last of his 
reserves and all of the troops he could 
withdraw from the main position to 
counter this move. He succeeded in 
doing so and managed to withdraw his 
whole-command and get it on the road 
to Lewisburg. Ey four o'clock in the 
afternoon his troops were on the road 
• In more or less orderly formation and 




I which covered the retreat. His rear I 
guard passed tlirough y Lewisburg at I; 
^ibout 10:00 o'clock on the forenoon I 
of November 7th, Just as Duffie’s ad-1 
vance guard reached the western en-l 

I trance of the town. 

Averell did not push the pursuit too 
vigorously because he thought that 
Duflie would be able to cut off the 
Confederates at Lewisburg.^ But by 
marching all night and the'fact that 
his mounts were rested and fresh. Ech¬ 
ols was able to save practically his en¬ 
tire command to fight another day. 

The Confederates continued their re¬ 
treat on down through Union anc 




can boast.” The cannon is supposed 
to have been buried in the swamp on 
Droop Mountain, and although diligent 
search has been made it has not yet 
been found 


It is to be hoped that it 
will be located in due time. 

In the course of the conflict Colonel 
James Cochran, commander of the 14th 
Virginia cavalry, was surrounded by a 
squad of Union soldiers and apparently 
doomed to capture. By some means, 
however, he managed an escape. La¬ 
ter, in relating the story, he was asked 
why, under the circumstances, he did 
not surrender. Colonel Cochran re- 


render/ I would have done so. But 
they said. ‘Stop, you blankety-blank 
red-headed son of a gun/ and I would 
not accommodate any man who used 
such language to me/' 

The Federal troops engaged num¬ 
bered 4,700 and suffered a loss of 130 
casualties. The Confederates had 3,- 
950 engaged and their losses were about 
400 men. 

Troops Engaged 

On the Federal sjde the organiza¬ 
tions were the 28th Ohio Infantry, 
Col. A. Moor 


10th West Virginia In 



- I plied: "xi uie,y iifciu v^munei, sur- 
3 render, ’ I would have done so. But 
s I they said. ‘Stop, you blankety-blank 
: I red-headed son of a gun,’ and I would 
• I not accommodate any man who used 
such language to me.” 

The Federal troops engaged num- 7 
bered 4,700 and suffered a loss of ’130 y 
casualties. The Confederates had 3,- 
950 engaged and their losses were about ( * 
400 men. 

Troops Engaged 

On the Federal sjlde the organiza¬ 
tions were the 28th 
Col. A. Moor; 10th West Virginia In- 







laid fan try, Col. T. M. Harris; 2nd West 
earl Virginia Infantry, Colonel A. Scott; 
at 3rd West Virginia Infantry, Col. J. H. 
x>n Oley; 14th Penn. Cavalry. Col. J. N. 
id- Schoonmakcr; and Gibson’s Battalion} 
?n- and Batteries B and G, 1st West Vir- j 
ginla Light Artillery. 

oo. The Confederate organisations en- 
•at j gaged were the 22nd Virginia Infantry, 
he Col. C. S. Patten; First Batalion ,23rd 
?y Virginia Infantry, MajorJWilliam Bles- 
at j sing; 19th Virginia Cavalry, Col. W. P. 
l* i Thompson; 20th Virginia Cavalry, Col. 
i- ' W. W. Arnett; 14th Virginia Cavalry, 
f Col. James Cochran; 16th Virginia 
- Cavalry, Col. Ferguson, and an artillery 
J I detachment of two battalions and two 
-'batteries. > - 

Restoration of Battlefield 
In 1928 the West Virginia Game, 
F; h and Forestry Commission acquired 
j the site of the Battle of Droop Moiui- 
Last year the State Conservation 
Commission, headed by Major H. W. 
G-.awhan. took over the site and secur- 
• 'd 140 acres of additional land. For 
than 14 months Company 2598. 

: OCC, under command of Captain E. R. 
Hourjy axid directed by the efficient 
tr hxxk oi Mrrvkc at Ciunp Price, has 
been ci^aged in the tusk of restoring 
U*e battler, rid to lu uur time us poet 
and iraxndurxnlng it into a public park. 
Which the i.rxjitlc of Wral Virginia and 
la li.c .state n.ay have the prlv- 





he I which the people oi west vir^uua nuu| 
cy I visitors to the State may have the priv- 1 
ed I liege of enjoying on their motor trips | 
mi I through that section of the country. A 
nt I map of the battlefield has been pre- 
et pared and is available to visitors at 
it I Droop Mountain. The gun emplace- 
! ments, trenches and breastworks are 
*1 I to be restored and points of interest 
h I are to be marked permanently, 
a The public is cordially invited to 
y visit the battlefield of Droop Moon¬ 
s' tain, with a confidence that they will 
- there find something that will interest 
i them. It is to be hoped that this Flash 
i of History will, have served the pur- 
* | pose of inducing them to do so. j 
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